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Holocene paleoenvironmental change in Yodoe plain, Tottori Prefecture, Southwest Japan

Masami Watanabe*, Tadashi Nakamura** and Yoshitake Arakawa***

Abstract
The Holocene history of the Yodoe plain, westan Tottori Prefecture Southwest Japan, has been studied from Pollen

analysis and by review of existing data.

On the basis of pollen stratigraphy the palecenvironment is divided into eight local pollen assemblage zones (YD-VI~
I). YB-VtoVl : from about 7600 yr B.P. to 4000 yr B.P.; YB—IV: from about 4000 yr B.P. to 1250 yr B.P.; YB-Vtoll:
from 1250 yr B.P. to 450 yr B.P.; YB—-Ito I : from 450 yr B.P. to the present day.
The Holocene history of Yodoe plain is reconstructed in five stages (Stage 1t0 5).

Stage 1 : Bay stage, before about 7000 yr B.P.

Stage 2 : Coastal lagoon stage, from about 7000 yr B.P. to 4000 yr B.P.
Stage 3 : Swamp stage, from after 4000 yr B.P. to 1250 yr B.P.

Stage 4 : Marsh stage, from 1250 yr B.P. to before 450 yr B.P.

Stage 5 : Paddy field stage, from 450 yr B.P. to the present day.
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